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skin, and blown against a rick. Souci met the carriage
which was bringing her home, and stopped to congratu-
late her on her escape, and to advise her to put on dry
clothes. Then he continued his journey.
It took a good while for the king to get home again,
and he was rather cross at having had so much trouble
for nothing. Besides which, his courtiers made fun at
his adventure, and he did not like being laughed at,
though of course they did not dare to do it before his
face. And the end of it was that very soon he started
on his travels again, only allowing one equerry to accom-
pany him, and even this attendant he managed to lose
the moment he had left his own kingdom behind him.
Now it was the custom in those days for princes and
princesses to be brought up by fairies, who loved them
as their own children, and did not mind what incon-
venience they put other people to for their sakes, for all
the world as if they had been real mothers. The fairy
Aveline, who lived in a country that touched at one point
the kingdom of King Souci, had under her care the lovely
Princess Minon-Minette, and had made up her mind to
marry her to the young king, who, in spite of his awkward
manners, which could be improved, was really very much
nicer than most of the young men she was likely to meet.
So Aveline made her preparations accordingly, and
began by arranging that the equerry should lose himself
in the forest, after which she took away the king's sword
and his horse while he lay asleep under a tree. Her
reason for this was that she felt persuaded that, finding
himself suddenly alone and robbed of everything, the
king would hide his real birth, and would have to fall
back on his powers of pleasing, like other men, which
would be much better for him.
When the king awoke and found that the tree to
which he had tied his horse had its lowest branch broken,
and that nothing living was in sight, he was much dis-
mayed, and sought high and low for his lost trea?ure, but